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Neurodivergent Adults to Show Off their Metal Trade Skills at  
Skill Up Arizona Open House March 20 

PHOENIX, AZ (March 19, 2025) — Skill Up Arizona’s Uniquely Abled Academy is transforming 
lives and industry by training neurodiverse adults for the skills to succeed in a precision 
manufacturing career.  

WHAT: Skill Up Arizona Uniquely Abled Academy is hosting an open house at GateWay 
Community College so potential apprentice partners can tour the training facilities. 

Among the collaborators is First Place AZ, the charitable non-profit leading a new generation of 
employment, housing and education solutions for adults with autism and/or developmental 
disabilities.  

WHEN: 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. March 20  

WHERE: GateWay Community College, 108 N. 40th St., Phoenix 

VISUALS: Live demonstrations from young adults who are learning the skills to operate metal 
shaping mills and lathes.  

“This is a unique opportunity for potential employers,” said Allison Seitz, Skill Up Arizona 
executive director. “They will be able to get to meet our students, discuss future opportunities 
and get a firsthand look at how well they can perform on the job.” 

Skill Up Arizona is a collaboration of advocates from industry, education and the public 
workforce system that works together to shape the future of precision manufacturing, 
positively impacting the lives of those seeking professional, self-sustaining careers. 

“Unemployment rates among neurodivergent adults is high at about 85%,” said Natasha Grant 
Holmberg, First Place Director of Employment & Workforce Development. “Skill Up Arizona is 
equipping these and future students with trade skills that are in-demand.” 
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The training is a 12-week CNC Manufacturing Technician program. The current cohort 
graduates April 12. Skill Up Arizona is a 501(c)(3) organization and the workforce development 
arm of the Arizona Tooling and Machining Association. 
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About First Place® AZ 
The First Place Global Leadership Institute is a part of First Place AZ, a charitable 501(c)(3), that 
is advancing innovative residential and community options for adults with autism and/or 
developmental disabilities (DD) through its vision for fueling a new wave of real estate and 
community development. First Place–Phoenix, the nonprofit’s flagship property, is an 81,000-
square-foot apartment community set in the heart of the urban area and recognized by PBS 
NewsHour as “the most autism-friendly city in the world.” The First Place Global Leadership 
Institute leverages this award-winning property to serve as an R&D site, supporting the 
replication of residential and post-secondary education models and fostering collaboration 
among the public, private, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. Learn more at 
firstplaceglobal.org.  
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