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National & Global Leaders in Autism &  
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities 

to Convene in Phoenix for Symposium Oct. 15-17 
 
PHOENIX (September 19, 2025) -- Dozens of national and global developers, educators, 
healthcare professionals, researchers and service providers are meeting Oct. 15-17 here 
for First Place Global Leadership Institute’s Symposium, an event drawing leaders on major 
issues facing adults with autism and other intellectual disabilities.  
 
“The First Place Global Symposium features the most important changemakers in housing, 
workplace/workforce development, education and health outcomes for adults with autism 
and/or intellectual/developmental disabilities,” says Denise D. Resnik, First Place AZ 
founder and president/CEO.  
 
“The symposium’s theme – “Dimensions” – relates to innumerable topics to be discussed 
that span housing, research, employment, technology and public policy – and strategies 
that support community leaders and stakeholders,” Resnik added.  
 
The event, to be held at the Creighton Health Sciences Campus in mid-town Phoenix, 
includes 40 presenters over 20 sessions with Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego giving the 
welcoming address.  Fostering Phoenix’s recognition as the world’s most autism-friendly 
city is on Mayor Gallego’s agenda.  View the Symposium agenda and speakers here.    
 
First Place Global Leadership Institute, headquartered in Phoenix, is a national leader and 
charitable nonprofit with a holistic approach to supportive housing and community 
development for adults with autism and/or intellectual/developmental disabilities.  
 
“Today, one in 31 U.S. children is diagnosed with autism and approximately 120,000 are 
transitioning to adulthood annually. Symposium participants benefit from decades of 
experience, successes, pain points and lessons learned in building momentum for local 
supportive housing, employment and community development,” Resnik said.  
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Sponsors are Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
Foundation for Community and Health Advancement, Make Waves Foundation, The Daniel 
Jordan Fiddle Foundation, Interest Ministries, RISE Services, Marimo Berk, National Bank of 
Arizona, Phoenix IDA, The Precisionists, Inc., Waymo and Airpark Signs & Graphics. 
 
Featured topics include: 
 
Transformational Approaches, features conversation and panelists who discuss 
neurodiversity from the boardroom to the mailroom, federal and state leadership in 
transformation and supportive policies, and what neuroscience tells us about purpose and 
meaning. 
 
Housing Market Insights: Trends & Innovation, covers housing market analyses that 
identify the housing needs and preferences of adults with autism and/or I/DD and their 
families and caregivers. 
 
Essential Dimensions: Broadening the Employment Landscape for Adults with Autism 
and/or I/DD, focuses on expanding job opportunities. 
 
About First Place® AZ 
The First Place Global Leadership Institute is a part of First Place AZ, a charitable 501(c)(3), 
that is advancing innovative residential and community options for adults with autism 
and/or developmental disabilities (DD) through its vision for fueling a new wave of real 
estate and community development. First Place–Phoenix, the nonprofit’s flagship property, 
is an 81,000-square-foot apartment community set in the heart of the urban area and 
recognized by PBS NewsHour as “the most autism-friendly city in the world.” The First 
Place Global Leadership Institute leverages this award-winning property to serve as an R&D 
site, supporting the replication of residential and post-secondary education models and 
fostering collaboration among the public, private, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. 
Learn more at firstplaceglobal.org. For more information or to get involved, email 
info@firstplaceaz.org or visit firstplaceaz.org. 
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