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First Place® AZ Elects New Members to Board of Directors 
 

PHOENIX (March 5, 2025) — First Place® AZ has elected Oliver Harper, MD, a retired family 
physician with a subspeciality in geriatric medicine, and Penny Pfaelzer, a senior public relations 
and crisis management consultant, to its board of directors.  
 
The Arizona nonprofit’s vision is to ensure housing, healthcare and community options are as 
bountiful for people with autism and/or developmental disabilities as they are for everyone 
else.  
 
Dr. Harper is a former faculty member of the University of Arizona College of Medicine – 
Phoenix, where he was a clinical assistant professor. He serves on the St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Foundation board, Creighton University School of Medicine alumni board, Phoenix Symphony 
board as chair emeritus and St. Vincent de Paul advisory council. 
 
Pfaelzer spent decades in national media relations, reputation management, crisis and issues 
management, and strategic positioning. She also served as the U.S. spokesperson for Korean Air 
and public relations counsel for Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.   
 
“Our newest members represent two significant and strategic additions to the board,” said 
Denise D. Resnik, First Place AZ founder and president/CEO. “They bring valued local and global 
perspectives, along with an appreciation for what’s required to build and sustain healthy, 
integrated communities for people of all abilities, representing all generations, from all 
sectors.” 
 
For more information or to get involved, email info@firstplaceaz.org or visit firstplaceaz.org. 

 
### 

 
About First Place® AZ 
The First Place Global Leadership Institute is a part of First Place AZ, a charitable 501(c)(3), that 
is advancing innovative residential and community options for adults with autism and/or 
developmental disabilities (DD) through its vision for fueling a new wave of real estate and 
community development. First Place–Phoenix, the nonprofit’s flagship property, is an 81,000-
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square-foot apartment community set in the heart of the urban area and recognized by PBS 
NewsHour as “the most autism-friendly city in the world.” The First Place Global Leadership 
Institute leverages this award-winning property to serve as an R&D site, supporting the 
replication of residential and post-secondary education models and fostering collaboration 
among the public, private, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. Learn more at 
firstplaceglobal.org.  
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