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“Dimensions™”, 13" First Place Global Symposium
October 16-18, to Feature More than 35 Leaders in Housing and Healthcare

Special guests include an Irish statistician with autism
who conducts photographic studies on public spaces

PHOENIX (Sept. 23, 2024) — First Place® AZ, an innovative Arizona charitable nonprofit with a
holistic approach to supportive housing and community development serving adults with
autism and/or intellectual/developmental disabilities (A/1/DD), is hosting its 13" Global

Leadership Institute Symposium October 16—18 in Phoenix, Arizona. More than 200 service

providers, developers, educators, healthcare professionals, researchers and families from
across the globe are expected to attend in person and via webinar. Titled “Dimensions,” the
event includes 35 presenters and 15 sessions.

“The First Place Global Symposium brings together trailblazers and courageous leaders from
across the globe for three grounding, informative and fortifying days as we aim to make our
collective communities more inclusive for individuals with autism and other
neurodevelopmental disabilities,” says Denise D. Resnik, First Place AZ founder and
president/CEO.

Today, one in 36 U.S. children is diagnosed with autism. Approximately 110,000 are
transitioning to adulthood annually.

Resnik adds that participants can “benefit from decades of experience, successes, pain points
and lessons learned in building momentum for local supportive housing, healthcare and
community development.”
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View the agenda and register here.

The symposium’s “Dimensions” theme relates to myriad topics that span housing, public policy,
employment, healthcare, technology, leadership, research and community.

Keynote speakers include:

e Danny Combs, president of Teaching the Autism Community (TACT); topic: “Amplifying
Dimensional Experiences: Artfulness of Co-Creation & Co-Composers”

e Chris Krehmeyer, president/CEO of Beyond Housing; topic: “Once and for All: Investing
in the People and Places That Have Been Left Behind for Far Too Long.”

e Liz Pellicano, Ph.D., autism research professor at University College London; topic: “Real
Life Research”

e Keivan Stassun, Ph.D., director of Vanderbilt University Frist Center for Autism and
Innovation; topic: “Mitigating Limitations, Improving Outcomes: Applications of
Technology in the Workplace”

“Health Ecosystem: Moving the Needle on Outcomes” covers plans for health-related initiatives
and a community of practice for transitioned-aged youth. Speakers for this session include Cara
Christ, M.D., M.S., chief medical officer of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona; Maureen Tierney,
M.D., M.S., chair and professor of Department of Clinical Research and Public Health at
Creighton University; and Maureen Casey, chief impact officer at First Place Global Leadership
Institute.

“Amplifying Dimensional Experiences: Artfulness of Co-Creation & Co-Composers” features
several speakers, including Stuart Neilson, an autistic statistician and photographer from
Ireland who conducts photographic studies to inform future design of public spaces to better
accommodate neurodivergent populations and help build more inclusive communities. The
symposium includes a special evening event showcasing Neilson’s work at the Arizona Historical

Society Heritage Center at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17.

“Spectrum of a Healthy Democracy: Introduction to Vote the Spectrum” focuses on activating
our voices, superpower and communities to register individuals with A/I/DD—and those who
love and support them—to vote. Richard Stengel, editor, author and former Under Secretary of
State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs, will join Resnik in the discussion.

“Leaders Building Sustainable Solutions” is a panel discussion with Susan Axelrod, founder of
CURE Epilepsy; Marimo Berk, co-founder of Creekside School; Chuck Gardner, co-founder of UC
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Davis Health MIND Institute; Alison Singer, co-founder and president/board member of Autism
Science Foundation; and Resnik.

Sponsors are Chapel Haven Schleifer Center, Make Waves Foundation, Interest Ministries, The

Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation for Adult Autism, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona Foundation
for Community and Health Advancement, Cox, National Bank of Arizona, The Precisionists, Inc.,
Waymo and Arizona State University College of Health Solutions.

First Place—Phoenix, First Place AZ’s 81,000-square-foot, 63-unit apartment property, is a
residential community with a suite of supports and amenities for adults with autism, Down
syndrome and other intellectual/developmental disabilities. Ushering in a new era of housing
and community options in what PBS NewsHour acknowledges as “the most autism-friendly city

in the world,” First Place—Phoenix combines apartments, the Transition Academy residential life
skills program and the Global Leadership Institute to expand more independent, community-
integrated living options.

For more information or to get involved, email info@firstplaceaz.org or visit firstplaceaz.org.
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About First Place® AZ

First Place AZ, a charitable 501(c)(3), is advancing innovative housing, healthcare and
community options for adults with autism and/or intellectual/developmental disabilities
(A/1/DD) through its vision for fueling a new wave of real estate and community development.
The First Place Global Leadership Institute leverages the award-winning First Place—Phoenix
property to serve as a robust R&D site supporting the replication of residential and post-
secondary education models and fostering collaboration among the public, private,
philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. Read First Place’s Greater Phoenix Housing Market

Analysis, the first-ever local study to comprehensively address the housing needs and
preferences of adults with A/I/DD. Learn more about other housing market analyses in cities
across the U.S.
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