
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

SARRC and First Place® AZ Announce New Specialty 
License Plate: "Driving Support for Autism" 

 
 
Phoenix – Two Arizona organizations at the national forefront for autism research, support 
and services — Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC) and First Place® 
AZ — have teamed up to introduce Arizona’s first specialty autism license plate: "Driving 
Support for Autism."  
 
Designed to raise awareness and generate support for autism-related programs and 
services across Arizona, artwork for the license plate was created by Joe Bradley, an 
accomplished artist on the autism spectrum and a founding member of SARRC’s Self-
Advocate Advisory Board. Joe’s design draws upon his unique perspective shaped by 
personal experiences with autism and more than two decades of artistic expertise. His 
creation celebrates the vibrant spectrum of autism, symbolizing unity in diversity and the 
shared journey of understanding and acceptance. 
 
The new plate will be available starting April 3, 2025, at azmvdnow.gov/Plates with an 
initial cost of $25 and an annual renewal fee of $25; $17 from each plate sold will directly 
benefit SARRC and First Place AZ, helping fund critical programs and services for 
individuals with autism and other neurodiversities. 

 
“SARRC and First Place AZ are honored to enhance awareness and rally support for 
autism-related programs and services across Arizona through our new license plate,” said 
SARRC President & CEO Daniel Openden, Ph.D., BCBA-D. “We’re also proud to showcase 
the original artwork of Joe Bradley—an accomplished artist on the autism spectrum and a 
founding member of our Self-Advocate Advisory Board—whose creativity and talent bring 
this license plate to life.” 
 
“This is a milestone moment for Arizonans impacted by autism,” said Denise D. Resnik, co-
founder of SARRC and founder/CEO of First Place AZ.” These license plates offer a 
valuable dimension for raising awareness and supporting the meaningful integration of those 
we love into the fabric of communities throughout the state.”   
 
For more information about the "Driving Support for Autism" specialty plate and its 
availability, visit azmvdnow.gov/Plates. 
 

#  #  # 
 

About SARRC 
Established in 1997, Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC) is an 
internationally recognized nonprofit that conducts innovative research, provides evidence-based 
practices, disseminates effective training, and builds inclusive communities for individuals with 
autism and their families. Learn more at autismcenter.org.  
 
About First Place® AZ  

https://autismcenter.org/self-advocate-advisory-board
https://autismcenter.org/self-advocate-advisory-board
https://azmvdnow.gov/plates
https://azmvdnow.gov/plates
https://autismcenter.org/


First Place AZ, a charitable 501(c)(3), advances innovative residential and community options 
for adults with autism, Down syndrome, traumatic brain injury and other neurodiversities through 
its vision for fueling a new wave of integrated residential and community development options. 
First Place–Phoenix, the nonprofit’s flagship property, is an 81,000-square-foot apartment 
community designed for nearly 70 adults and set in the heart of the urban area, recognized by 
PBS NewsHour as “the most autism-friendly city in the world.” The First Place Global 
Leadership Institute leverages this award-winning property to serve as an R&D site, supporting 
the replication of residential and post-secondary education models and fostering collaboration 
among the public, private, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. Learn more at firstplaceaz.org 
and firstplaceglobal.org. 
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Dropbox of photos: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pk1c7hz5xrsqoj7c5co4a/AGNiJvFECDWGw1k_01z3yw
U?rlkey=0pdmpb5y2qs1yy21z774ueb7j&st=y2v2ls1t&dl=0  

 

https://firstplaceaz.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pk1c7hz5xrsqoj7c5co4a/AGNiJvFECDWGw1k_01z3ywU?rlkey=0pdmpb5y2qs1yy21z774ueb7j&st=y2v2ls1t&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pk1c7hz5xrsqoj7c5co4a/AGNiJvFECDWGw1k_01z3ywU?rlkey=0pdmpb5y2qs1yy21z774ueb7j&st=y2v2ls1t&dl=0

